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 After the devastation faced by our states like Texas and Florida, and by our territories, 

Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, it is clear to see that there is havoc all over the country 

and its surroundings. Recently, in Chester County, Pennsylvania, the homicide count just hit 26, 

and at Temple University, three people have died in this academic semester alone. A racist 

argument between two of Boiling Springs’ students was just read by thousands of other 

students on their Twitter feeds. All of these issues have disrupted the lives of those involved: 

mass displacement, loss of loved ones, and damaging peoples’ mental states. As stated by 

Aberjhani, it is the duty of a democratic government to “hold itself accountable to… the 

conditions of peace that impact the lives of those who inhabit ones beloved extended 

community,” meaning, a good democracy sends aid to the countries and states that have been 

affected by hurricanes; a good democracy attempts to fix the murder rates in its locales; a good 

democracy promotes kindness and open-mindedness among its members.  A good democracy 

takes an active role in the peace of mind and body of its own members, and its neighbors’ 

 Throughout my career at Carlisle High School, the student council has never failed at 

being a good democracy. The Carlisle student council takes part in every student’s life through 

their Twitter and PA announcements, and the activities they throw. Student council reminds its 

students of upcoming events such as football games, spirit days, fundraisers, and much more, 

but the most important aspect of this is that they do this because they are concerned for the 

students of Carlisle High School. Student Council also throws two get-togethers and a dance to 



which every student at CHS is invited. These events are purely constructive and improve the 

mindset of the students that attend, therefore providing Carlisle High School with the 

“conditions of peace” mentioned by Aberjhani.  

 Another good democracy I have seen is Puerto Rico’s, specifically the city of San Juan. 

After the effects of Hurricane Irma, Puerto Rico’s Mayor, Carmen Yulín Cruz, waded through the 

floodwaters of her city with a bullhorn and searched for stranded survivors. Mayor Cruz took 

the most active role she possibly could have in the peace and wellbeing of her citizens. The city 

of San Juan also has six sister cities all of which are an integral part of both of their local 

communities by promoting business and trade with each other. In this case, the democracy 

plays a role in the peace of not only its own citizens, but those of its “beloved extended 

community”.  

 A good democracy, according to Aberjhani, holds itself “accountable to some 

reasonable degree for the conditions of peace that impact the lives of those who inhabit one’s 

beloved extended community,”. This can be seen in myriad ways including those seen by the 

democracies of San Juan and Carlisle High School, and of course through the efforts of larger 

government. While large and small democracies have many differences, the ones that perform 

their task well all have one thing in common: they concern themselves with the peace of the 

people.  


